
Lesson Plan Designed by: Heather Muir 

IDAHO magazine article: April 2007; "Boise’s German Heritage: Lost in Time,” by Steven Anderson.

Standard:
6-9.GEH.5.1.3- Define ethnocentrism and give examples of how this 

attitude can lead to cultural misunderstandings. 

Skill(s):  Make choices.

Objective(s):

Evaluate and describe the change(s) that take place when cultures 

meet- either under violent or peaceable situations.

Gaining Attention:
Survey of Nationalities of Students




Survey of different Nationalities influencing Idaho/Boise (some

are German, Basque, Chinese)




Discuss adaptation techniques for nationalities (learn new

languages, learn to cook new foods/add new ingredients,

learn new laws of the area, etc.)

Recall Information:
“Melting Pot” of America over the centuries

Definition of “Melting Pot”- the coming together of many cultures/countries in one area.

-1500’s: American Indian cultures and the Spanish, French, English, African, etc. cultures- violent assertions of authority, mix of cultures, loss of cultures, dominance of cultures.  

-1770’s: American culture developed (English born in America, others moved in, some mixes of previous cultures [see 1500’s]) and mix with ‘new’ American Indian cultures, European (Irish dominate), African (slavery), Spanish/Spanish mixes in the West (and some other Southern areas), Asian, and Immigrants from all areas of the world.

-Others: Feel free to add any time period and information within the previous time periods that you feel is overlooked.

Stimulus Material:
Photos of Turnverein building in Boise, Idaho- At end of lesson 





but also available online at 





http://www.vancouver.wsu.edu/crbeha/ga/ga.htm

-Discuss origin of name of the building: from http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9073881/turnverein

“From German turnen, “to practice gymnastics,” and Verein, “club, union”), association of gymnasts founded by the German teacher and patriot Friedrich Ludwig Jahn in Berlin in 1811. The term now also denotes a place for physical exercise.”
For more information as to what this building was used for since go to http://www.boisestate.edu/history/cityhistorian/reference_series_city/refer_cityhistory_pdf/Boise%20Building%20Chronology.pdf

-Discuss German feelings of Nationality

~Pre-World Wars- the pride in identity (original or newly American)

~World Wars- more fear of Germans (especially during/after World War II) ‘unpopular’ to be of German Heritage

~Post-World Wars- pride back or still ‘unpopular’ to admit German heritage?  Remember that the 1950’s were different from 2007- 1950’s still have the stigma of Germany and Hitler with greater focus/dislike moving toward Communism, but 2007 Americans love to embrace the heritage of their families (style of embrace depends on upbringing- American through and through vs Great Grandpa and Great Grandma migrated here in the 1800’s)




Adaptation Game:

Materials Needed-

· Vegetable Oil

· Water- fill each cup ~2/3 the way up

· Green Food Coloring

· Red Food Coloring

· Turkey Baster

· Cup for each student

· Choice Cards- Teacher created (examples at the end), 3 cards at each station for each student to answer (see below)

· Stations where choices are made (each station has it’s own Oil, Food Coloring, and Turkey Baster) with cards evenly distributed.

Choice Cards- 

Each card has a situation where the student must decide between retaining their Cultural Identity and their Acquired Nationality- either choice could be good or not so good depending on the situation.  Or to Trade.

When students choose to:

Keep their Cultural Identity, add 3 drops Green 

Change to Acquired Nationality, add 3 drops Red

Trade, take out a little water from their cup with turkey

     baster and add the same amount of oil.

Point:

As you choose, you change-for better or for worse (student’s choice).  Sometimes the original Cultural Identity gets lost as choices are made.

This is what’s happened in Boise with the German pioneers that once extensively influenced the area- with the building (Turnverein) as a prime example.

Desired Behavior:
Students can see and describe the change(s) that take place when 

cultures meet- either under violent or peaceable situations.

Feedback:

Ask students how their choices effect their cup- see if it makes 

sense to them.

Assessment:

Assign students to write a paragraph on:





Change in Boise – based on the article





Change in general- based on the cup







-How it worked





How their choices change the students themselves

Closure:

Recap the article and the activity- what’s it supposed to mean.  

Ask for volunteers to read or to discuss problems with change. 

Turn in the paragraphs on the way out.

Choice Cards Examples:

Your family is from Germany and World War I has made it embarrassing for those of German descent in the United States.  Do you:

A) Keep- Be proud of your Cultural Identity by continuing to speak strictly German.

B) Change- You ban German speech in your home.

C) Trade- Speak both German and English in your home.

Your friends noticed your last name is like one they heard about in class while discussing Germany.  Do you:

A) Keep- You acknowledge and be proud of your name.

B) Change- You pronouncing your name without a German accent.

C) Trade- Acknowledge your descent but pronounce it without a German accent.

Your Grandparents still speak German in their home, but your parents have emphasized little of your German background.  Do you:

A) Keep- You investigating through Grandma and Grandpa (i.e.- are there are family members still in Germany?, how to cook German foods, etc.) and decide to make your ancestry an integral part of your identity.

B) Change- You just live your life as you have and leave your ancestry in the past.

C) Trade- Investigate through Grandma and Grandpa and incorporate your German background at various points throughout the year (cooking German foods at special dinners, holidays, or get-togethers, etc.)

At lunch you pull out a traditional German food Mom packed for lunch and the person next to you says, “Weird, what is that?”  Do you:

A) Keep- You respond, “It’s German” assuming the person wouldn’t be interested in it.

B) Change- You respond, “It’s just something my mom made” and completely ignore the German aspect.

C) Trade- You respond, “It’s a food popular in Germany. Do you want to try some?” 

You come to America and live in a community heavily populated by German immigrants.  Do you:

A) Keep-You raise your kids in that community as Germans (speaking German only, being culturally German strictly, etc.)

B) Change- You segregate yourself from the community as much as possible from your community and all things German.

C) Trade- While easily maintaining a sense of German heritage because of your community, you encourage your kids to seek out more Americanized friends and activities.

Someone finds out about your German heritage and calls you “Adolph.”  Do you:

A) Keep- You become confrontational because of your pride in your German heritage and are insulted by their comment.

B) Change- You respond, “I’m an American.  I don’t even know anything about Germany.”

C) Trade- You respond, “Not all Germans are Nazis, just like not all Americans vote for the person who becomes President.”

Your birthday is coming up and have always had a traditional German birthday in the past.  This year your parents ask you what you want to do.  Do you:

A) Keep- Ask to keep your original German birthday.

B) Change- Ask to have a birthday party exactly like the ones you’ve been to at other friend’s houses and cut out all German aspects.

C) Trade- Ask to have a birthday similar to American celebrations while keeping your favorite German aspects.

You’re newly married and expecting your first child.  Do you:

A) Keep- Insist on a traditionally German name.

B) Change- Insist on a purely American name.

C) Trade- Insist on a name that is common in both Germany and America.

Through investigating your family history you find records that a relative was a prominent Nazi.  Do you:

A) Keep- Continue your devotion to your German heritage and acknowledge it as a part of Germany’s past.

B) Change- You drop all German identity and adopt an American one.

C) Trade- While acknowledging your German background, you begin the line of ancestry from when your family immigrated to America.
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